
Cannon Summer Acceleration 

Elective Courses and Descriptions   

 

Aviation/Aircraft Maintenance:  Are you interested in airplanes?  Would you like hands on experience working on 
aircraft equipment?  Then this course if for you.  You will get to work with real life aviation professions at the Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance that is across the street from Cannon.  Things you will get to work on include: 

 BUILDING SHEET METAL AIRPLANES  

 RUNNING THE AIRPLANE ENGINES  

 LEARNING HOW AIRPLANES FLY  

 HOW DO HELICOPTERS FLY?  

 LEARN HOW THE AIRPLANE ENGINES WORK  
 

Art and Story Time:  This Art Class will incorporate reading of short stories and then illustrating a scene from the 

story.  We will use markers. Watercolors, as well as pencil and colored pencils to create our artwork.  Students can paint 

people (characters from the story as they see them), setting (still life), or action pictures depicting the plot.  Each day we 

will read a different story (20 minutes) and the rest of the time, we will incorporate our art talents to make the story 

come alive as our imagination sees it!  Students will be able to take their projects home to share with their family.  Ms. 

Koning 

 

Sign Language:  Would you like to learn a new language? Would you like to be able to talk to your friends without saying 

a word aloud? Well then, American Sign Language is for you! In this class, you will learn the basics of this fun and 

fascinating language. You will learn some information about Deaf culture and History too. The teacher, Ms. Shirey, was 

an interpreter for the Deaf for 20 years and loves sharing the language and culture. Sign up today to learn the ABCs of 

ASL!  Mrs. Shirey 

Forensic Science:  Welcome future detectives and forensic scientists! We will be looking at crime scenes, search for 

clues/evidence and then scientifically investigate that evidence. You will participate in specialized forensic science and 

experience the role each type of forensic scientist plays when investigating a crime scene. Instructors:  Mr. Nichols/Ms. 

Patterson 

Fitness and Healthy Lifestyle:  The basic purpose of this course is to motivate students to achieve lifetime personal 

fitness with an emphasis on the health-related components of physical fitness. Students will learn the fundamentals of 

strength training, aerobic training, and overall fitness training and conditioning.  Students will be empowered to make 

wise choices, meet challenges, and develop positive behaviors in fitness, wellness, and movement activity for a lifetime. 

Join the fun!  Ms. Gonzalez 

Sewing:  “Sewing Camp” is an open class, where students can choose their sewing projects. Patterns and instructions 

will be offered for a custom tote bag, a pincushion, and a pillow or you can bring in your own project. Students will learn 

the basics of sewing. Join the fun!  Ms. Gonzalez 

Board games:  We will play non-traditional board games that celebrate intelligence, creativity, strategy, and at the same 
time maximizes fun!  Most of the board games you will get to experience you probably have never heard of.  Intrigued? . 
. .  See you there!!  Mrs. Winfield and Ms. Aamer 
 
Financial Literacy for Students- The purpose of the course is to prepare students to make sound financial decisions. It 
seeks to develop students’ skills and knowledge in money management; spending and credit; saving and investing; 
becoming a critical consumer; financial responsibility and decision-making; and risk management and insurance. 
Additionally, students will learn how finances work, and be able to budget their money, find fun and extravagant ways to 
save money, build credit, and look toward building a business and saving/making that money!  Ms. Watson 
 
 



Cooking: Are you new to cooking?  Or, do you feel like you want to gain confidence and start with the basics? Cooking is 

an essential life skill that you can learn at any stage in life. Whether you just want to cook for yourself or family, we will 

teach you how to cook with confidence. The class is hands on and taught in small groups, so you develop practice with 

guidance from our expert teachers and produce your own meals.  Ms.Villarreal 

PE - Play Everyday  

We will be playing team and individual sports every day. We will have lots of competitions, tournaments, and fun.  

Sports that we will play include basketball, volleyball, soccer, hockey, paddleball, badminton; whiffle Ball, Frisbee and 

yoga!  IF you think you can beat Mr. Friel in any of these sports then this is the class for you.  Mr. Friel and Mrs.Hutton 

 

Cosmetology 

The primary purpose of this Cosmetology course is to have students explore the basic skills, proper work habits, and 
desirable attitudes necessary in wanting to become a cosmetologist.   Each day students will have the opportunity to 
visit a different aspect in cosmetology: such as manicuring, skin care, basic facials, facial make-up, and a variety of hair 
styling.  Ms. McGruder 
 
Vision Boards 
This vision board course is like no other.  As in all artwork, students will use several art supplies such as magazine 
pictures, paintings and more designs to help them create a personally powerful, visual reminder of their goals, hopes, 
and dreams. Students can expect to learn about the most effective ways of creating a meaningful vision board, leading 
them toward their desired lifestyle and goals.  Ms. McGruder 
 
Reading for Fun! 
This summer is the time to read that book you have had on your list for fun and enjoyment! If you would like to relax 
while reading a book for a week or two and would like the chance to be able to share your thoughts with your friends 
and peers, you will surely enjoy this class! We will be picking from a list of intriguing books to read together, but you are 
more than welcome to bring your own and read solo if that suits you. Of course, everyone will be welcome and 
encouraged to share. We hope you will take the chance and sign up, you will not regret it! Mrs. Bright 
 
Crafts 
Students will engage in crafts that challenge their creativity in a few different mediums: paper, print, and string. By the 
end of the week, students will be able to display a project that expresses their personalities and ingenuity. Note to 
students: If projects such as zines, string canvas art, and printmaking sound fun to you, then this is definitely a great 
class to sign up for. See you there! Ms. Brown 
 
Music through the Eras 
Musicians divide music into time periods called Eras. Each Era is distinguished by how the music sounds, new 
instruments that were invented, and the difficulty and talent required from the musician. We will explore many eras of 
music history together including Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Modern.    Mr. Miller and Ms. Lutz 
 
Drama 
Students will use various creative drama techniques to build ensemble, stimulate imagination, movement, and role-
play.  Drama class provides a great outlet for student creativity! Anyone interested in learning about acting and theatre, 
while enhancing their speech and communication skills is highly encouraged to join!  Ms. Watson 
 
TV Filming and Production 
TV production uses iPads and green screen to create a variety of videos. Students will practice editing videos, adding text 
to videos, graphic design skills, and using their acting skills, props, and creativity to put on cool skits!  Ms.Ford 

 
Creative Writing 
In this creative writing class, students will learn how to write poetry, short stories, screenplays, build interesting 
characters, and utilize conflict. We will write stories based on music, picture prompts, and from our own 
imagination.  Ms. Ford 



Films and Movies 

This course introduces students to the basics of film analysis, cinematic formal elements, genre, and narrative structure 

through exploration of classic and contemporary films. Students will develop the skills to recognize, analyze, describe 

and enjoy film as an art and entertainment form. Ms. Schlaff 

 
Comic Books 
This course is intended to familiarize students with comic books/graphic novels as literature. During the course, students 
will read, analyze, and write about comics. They will also have the opportunity to create their own digital comic. 
Enrollment in this course includes a free comic to keep. Please note that manga/anime will not be included in this 
course.  Ms. Schlaff 
 
Scrapbooking   
Do you have hundreds of photos on your phone?  Get those photos out of your phone and into a scrapbook!  Come get 
creative with crafting tools and materials like decorative scissors, templates, punches, papers, stickers, markers, etc., 
and make your own scrapbook!  Alternatively, try your hand at a digital scrapbook.  No matter how you do it, we will 
have fun being creative and you will love telling a story with your photos.  Mrs. Bright 
 
Mobile Vertical Garden 

Growing Gardens promotes home-scale organic food gardening to improve nutrition, health and self-reliance while 
enhancing the quality of life and the environment for individuals and communities. The goal is for students to have a 
deeper understanding of plants and its role in the ecosystem as well as learn basic gardening skills that they can use to 
achieve sustainability. Students in this course will learn how to grow plants that they can cultivate at home. The class 
will grow food using organic methods. The activities will give students the opportunity to improve skills in scientific 
investigation, teamwork, and leadership, as well as writing, drawing, and reflection. Mrs. Penalosa 
 
Zine Creations 
Feeling zany? Dreading time?  Paper trails for tailslide pops, darkslide grinds.  “Skate Here” the sign says.  Visions 
thoughts, dreams, oh my...  Sideways, longways, byways, flyways...  Upwards, backwards, downwards, right words still 
not coming to mind?  Ad astra per aspera. Slap stick those photo memories together.  Stencil your worries into 
dust.  Bruno Mars and Mazzy Stars will deep space map your mind for clues.  Be here for the vibes of Zine Creation!  
Mrs. Pearl 
 
 
 

 


