
 

 

SIXTH GRADE  
COURSE CATALOG 

2021-2022 

All sixth grade students at Cannon Junior High School are required to take the following courses: 
 
  English Language Arts (two periods)     
  Mathematics   
  Science   
  Elective Class 
  Physical Education (1 semester) 
  Computers (1 semester) 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 6 
This one-year, two-period course provides instruction in 
the English Language Arts strands identified by the 
Nevada Academic Content Standards as reading, 
writing, speaking and listening, and language. This 
course is designed to build knowledge and critical-
thinking skills through close reading of texts; writing to 
support claims, to clarify ideas, and/or to develop ideas; 
and a range of collaborative discussions. Instructional 
practices incorporate integration of diversity awareness 
including appreciation of all cultures and their important 
contributions to society. The appropriate use of 
technology and digital media are integral parts of this 
course. This course fulfills the sixth-grade English 
requirement and the sixth-grade reading requirement 
for promotion.  

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 6 ACCELERATED 
This one-year, two-period course provides instruction in 
the English Language Arts strands identified by the 
Nevada Academic Content Standards as reading, 
writing, speaking and listening, and language. This 
course is designated as accelerated by the enhanced 
instructional pacing and depth of content. This course 
is designed to build knowledge and critical-thinking 
skills through close reading of texts; writing to support 
claims, to clarify ideas, and/or to develop ideas; and a 
range of collaborative discussions. Instructional 
practices incorporate integration of diversity awareness 
including appreciation of all cultures and their important 
contributions to society. The appropriate use of 
technology and digital media are integral parts of this 
course. This course fulfills the sixth- grade English 
requirement and the sixth-grade reading requirement 
for promotion. . 

MATHEMATICS 6 
This one-year course is designed to focus on four 
critical areas: 1) connecting ratio and rate to whole 
number multiplication and division and using 
concepts of ratio and rate to solve problems; 2) 
completing understanding of division of fractions and 
extending the notion of number to the system of 
rational numbers, which includes negative numbers; 
3) writing, interpreting, and using expressions and 
equations; and 4) developing understanding of 
statistical thinking. Instructional practices incorporate 
integration of diversity awareness including 
appreciation of all cultures and their important 
contributions to society. The use of manipulatives, 
mathematical tools, and technology, including 
calculators and computer software, is an integral part 
of this course. This course fulfills the mathematics 
requirement for sixth-grade students. 
 
MATHEMATICS 6 ACCELERATED 
This one-year course is designed to prepare students 
for the increased rigor of the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS), and some Algebra I concepts. This 
compacted course includes the grade six curriculum as 
well as 5) developing understanding of and applying 
proportional relationships; and 6) developing 
understanding of operations with rational numbers and 
working with expressions and linear equations. 
Instructional practices incorporate integration of 
diversity awareness including appreciation of all 
cultures and their important contributions to society. 
The use of manipulatives, mathematical tools, and 
technology, including calculators and computer 
software, is an integral part of this course. This course 
fulfills the mathematics requirement for sixth-grade 
students.  

Placement in all core subjects will be based on student need,  
academic readiness, and assessment scores. 
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SCIENCE 6 
This one-year course is 
designed to integrate science 
and engineering practices, 
crosscutting concepts, and 
core ideas from the life 
sciences, Earth and space 
sciences, and the physical 

sciences. The topics covered in Science 6 
include Energy; Structure and Properties of 
Matter; Earth’s Systems; Weather and Climate; 
Human Impact; Structure, Function, and 
Information Processing; Growth, Development, 
and Reproduction of Organisms; and 
Engineering Design. Demonstrations and lab 
experiences that employ proper safety 
techniques are essential to this course. 
Instructional practices incorporate integration of 
diversity awareness including appreciation of all 
cultures and their important contributions to 
society. The appropriate use of technology is an 
integral part of this course. This course fulfills 
the sixth-grade science requirement.  
 
 
SCIENCE 6 ACCELERATED  
This one-year course is designed to integrate 
science and engineering practices, crosscutting 
concepts, and core ideas from the life sciences, 
Earth and space sciences, and the physical 
sciences. This course is designated as 
accelerated by the enhanced instructional pacing 
and depth of content. The topics covered in 
Science 6 Accelerated include Energy; Structure 
and Properties of Matter; Earth’s Systems; 
Weather and Climate; Human Impact; Structure, 
Function, and Information Processing; Growth, 
Development, and Reproduction of Organisms; 
and Engineering Design. Demonstrations and lab 
experiences that employ proper safety techniques 
are essential to this course. Instructional practices 
incorporate integration of diversity awareness 
including appreciation of all cultures and their 
important contributions to society. The appropriate 
use of technology is an integral part of this course. 
This course fulfills the sixth-grade science 
requirement.  
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The PE and Computer classes 
rotate each semester.  For in-
stance, if you take computers 
during the 1st semester, you will 
have PE during the second and 
vice versa. 

 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
This semester-long program focuses on the 
physical, mental, social and emotional develop-
ment of the individual in a cooperative and com-
petitive setting.  The student will be provided with 
experiences in psychomotor skills, movement 
experiences, lifetime health-related fitness skills 
and values.  The goals of this class are accom-
plished through participation in team sports and 
individual sports, fitness, wellness and movement 
activities.  Rules, strategies, safety and life skills 
will be emphasized in relation to active participa-
tion and the development of becoming a knowl-
edgeable spectator. A $20 uniform fee is required 
for the purchase of PE shorts and shirt. 
 
COMPUTER LITERACY 6 
This semester-long course is designed to famil-
iarize sixth grade students with 
the use of the computer as a 
tool.  Recent computer devel-
opment, computer use and mis-
use will also be explored and 
discussed.  The vocabulary, 
components, and structure of 
computers will be examined.  This required 
course will meet the computer competency re-
quirement for high school graduation.  Students 
who successfully complete all requirements of 
the Computer Literacy 6 course will receive a P 
(Pass) on their report card and will have met the 
½ credit computer requirement necessary to 
graduate from a Nevada high school.  Students 
who have not successfully passed all require-
ments of the Computer Literacy 6 course will re-
ceive NM (No Mark) on their report card, and will 
need to fulfill the state-regulated ½ credit comput-
er graduation requirement prior to high school 
graduation. 
 
 
 

 

Placement in all core subjects will be based on student need,  
academic readiness, and assessment scores. 



 

 

6TH GRADE ELECTIVE CHOICES* 
All electives are for a full year unless otherwise noted.   

*Electives are based upon student enrollment and staff availability. 

BEGINNING BAND 
Beginning band is a one-year course offered to sixth graders 
who want to learn a wind or percussion instrument.  No 
previous musical experience is required.  The course involves 
applying the basic fundamentals of music reading to the 
particular technique of the instrument being studied. We 
recommend trying to provide your own instrument to make 
practicing easier, but Cannon does have many school 
instruments available.  When filling out the registration form, 
please make three instrument choices in case the first 
choice instrument has been filled.  
   
Woodwind   Brass               
 
Flute   Trumpet   
Clarinet   French Horn 
Alto Saxophone  Trombone 
Tenor Saxophone  Baritone 
Oboe   Tuba 
Percussion 

 
Students will have the opportunity to perform 
throughout the school year. Uniform dress 
will be required for performances and a 
uniform and music fee will be charged.   
Students with previous training may be 
placed in an advanced band with the 
director’s approval.    
 
 
BEGINNING ORCHESTRA 
This one-year course is offered for students who have had 
little or no previous musical training and is designed to teach 
the basic fundamentals of music.  It will assist students in 
developing the basic skills necessary for independence as a 
violin, viola, cello, or bass player. Emphasis is placed on 
ensemble experience, music reading, development of playing 
skills, study of theory, and musical interpretation. Students 
are encouraged to furnish their own instrument or rent an 
instrument from the school (many available).   There will be 
required performances outside of the school day. Uniform 
dress will be required for performances and a small student 
fee will be charged. Students with previous training may be 
placed in an advanced class with the director’s approval.    

 
 

BEGINNING MARIACHI  

This one-year course is designed for students with no 
previous Mariachi guitar/vihuela/guittarron experience. 
In our beginning mariachi classes, you can 
learn many instruments. You can learn to play 
the violin, trumpet, vihuela, guitar, guitarron, 
and the harp. You will also learn how to sing!  Uniform 

dress will be required for performances and a uniform and 
music fee will be charged.    
 
Here are your 3 choices for Mariachi: 
 
1. Beginning Mariachi Violin 
2. Beginning Mariachi Trumpet 
3. Beginning Mariachi Guitar/Vihuela 

a. Vihuela 
b. Guitar 
c. Guitarron 
d. Harp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BEGINNING ART: This one-year discipline based art 
course is designed to develop essential basic skills of 
expression in experiencing visual art.  It offers 
opportunities to expand knowledge of historical and 
cultural developments as well as aesthetics and art 
criticism.  A variety of media are used to foster visual, 
literate and creative students.  This is an elective course 
for middle school beginning art students.  *Students will be 
responsible for an art fee for the various materials needed 
throughout the year. 
 
 

3 

**MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS** 
Cannon has many  musical instruments 
available for student use in Band, 
Mariachi, and Orchestra.  Please see the 
directors of each program for availability.  
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6TH GRADE GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

 
 

 
CCSD Retention Policy 

The retention policy is based upon Clark County 
School District Regulation 5123.  This policy is    
subject to change by the Nevada State Board of 
Education and the Clark County School District 
Board of School Trustees. 
 
Sixth Grade:  A pupil who enters grade six must 
complete one semester with a passing grade in 
mathematics, science, and English or reading for 
promotion to seventh grade.* No student may be 
retained more than once in sixth grade. 
 

 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
This program serves students in the least restrictive 
environment through co-taught classes and 
cooperative/collaborative support in the general 
education setting as well as support in specialized 
programs. The educational goal for special needs 
students is to maximize participation with their 
peers and exposure to the general education 
curriculum in an effort to improve learning. Each 
student’s I.E.P. guides the instructional program 
and is implemented and supported by all 
administrative, special education, and support staff.   
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*To ensure student proficiency in 
core curriculum subjects, it may be 
necessary to enroll students in an 
intensive remediation program in lieu 
of an elective.  Placement in 
remediation programs will be based 
on relevant student assessment data. 


